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TREMAIN VETERINARY GROUP

INFORMATION LEAFLET


HYPERTENSION

This is a common condition of older cats.  It usually occurs secondary to another disorder eg.  hyperthyroidism (over active thyroid), kidney disease, diabetes.  Occasionally it can occur without an under lying cause.

It is important to diagnose and treat high blood pressure in cats as it can cause blindness, abnormal neurological behaviour, damage to the kidneys and damage to the heart.

Measuring blood pressure is a non invasive procedure that can be done in the conscious patient.  We normally hospitalise patients before we measure blood pressure in order for them to acclimatise to the surrounding environment.

Normal blood pressure is 120mm Hg – 160 mm Hg.

160 mm Hg – 180 mm Hg is above normal but probably relates to stress.

Values greater than 180 mm Hg are considered high and medication is needed.

Medication would be life long.  Periodic monitoring of blood pressure is necessary once treatment has been investigated.
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