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Tremain Veterinary Group

Week 3

Handling Techniques

Veterinary examinations can often be a very stressful procedure for many dogs, which is why this session is so important. In week 1 and 2 you have been learning handling techniques for you and your puppy so for this session we will prepare your puppy for veterinary handling.

The vet will check the following areas as a routine at every examination:

· Ears,

· Eyes,

· Teeth,

· Paws,

· And Tail.

When possible these areas need to be regularly handled away from the surgery and need to be made a pleasant experience, so give plenty of praise and offer an occasional treat for the more involved actions such as opening the mouth.

Being handled by someone they don’t know can also be beneficial when coming to the vets and will get them used to different people. 

· Stay with the puppy for reassurance,

· Give them treats,

·  and Talk to them.

Feeding Time

Puppy’s need to learn that human hands come to give and not take when they are eating. The following methods should prevent any possessiveness whilst feeding:

· Get them used to being touched all over whilst eating.
· Occasionally remove their dish, feed a treat and then replace it.
· With chews, again approach with a treat luring them away from the chew giving you an opportunity to pick it up, feed the treat then give back the chew.
· Never feed before or during your meal, always after.
· Never give food from your plate.
Worming

Discovering that your puppy has worms is a common problem when animals are young and without regular treatment re-infestation will occur. Worming is strongly recommended particularly as some worms can be transmitted to humans.

The two most common worms found in dogs are:

Roundworms.
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· Roundworms are transferred across the womb or via the mothers milk after birth.

· Most common in puppy’s and kittens.

· Passed out in faeces.

· Look like pieces of spaghetti.

· Creamy in colour.

· Found from the environment- small mammals or birds.

       Tapeworms.

· Contracted by swallowing the host- flea.

· Scavenging.

· Also passed out in faeces.

· Segmented like rice.

· Both can survive in the environment for months or even years.

Signs of worms include:

· Appetite change,

· Weight loss,

· Coughing,

· Dry coat,

· Pot belly.

It is recommended to start worming treatment from 2-3 weeks of age, then monthly until 6 months old. At 6 months it can then be given regularly every 3 months.

There are 3 different forms of worming treatments:

· Granules,

· Pastes,

· Tablets.

Fleas

Almost every dog at some point will become infested with fleas at some time in their life. As a result of central heating fleas have become a problem all year round and so animals should be treated throughout the year. 
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· Vigorous scratching,
· Restlessness,
· Chewing of paws or tail,
· Red lumps on the skin,
· Hair loss,
· Flea droppings- black specs.
It is essential to treat not only your pet but the household as well. Flea sprays are available (RIP) and vacuuming also helps to prevent fleas. Washing your pets bedding frequently is also recommended.

There are three different methods of application to be used for treatment on your dogs:

· Tablets,
· Spot on’s
· Or a spray.
Ensure all animals within your household are all treated against fleas regularly.

Dental Treatment

Dental disease is becoming a major problem for dogs as early on in life as 3 years old. Your dog needs healthy teeth for both grooming and eating so it is vital to start preventative treatment from a young age to lesson the problems seen later on in life.

Signs of problems include:

· Redness and swelling,
· Bad breath,
· Difficulty eating,
· Pain when feeding,
· Loose teeth,
· Bleeding,
· Receding gums.
Brushing your pet’s teeth daily with a child’s toothbrush is the best form of action, but this needs to be introduced slowly and made enjoyable.

Other methods can also be used:

· Dental Chews – (Logic or Dentastics)

· Formulated Biscuits – (T/D)

· Dental food supplements - (Plaque off or Logic)

· Dental Toys.
A dry diet is a preferable option than a meat feed as this will help to break down tartar, where as a meat diet tends to increase the build up.

We recommend a complete diet of either Hills or James Wellbeloved. Both have different stages of feed, which can be altered throughout life - Puppy, Adult and Senior. They also have a feeding guide, which tells you the correct amount your pet needs for their ideal weight over a 24hr period.
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Micro-chipping

Micro - chipping is now becoming a more popular method of identification and is highly recommended in cases where dogs have either escaped or been stolen.

If lost, most veterinary practises or rescue centres now have scanners on site to obtain the identification number needed. We are then able to contact the central register to find your details and ensure a quick reunion.

 The procedure involves:

· An injection given under the skin at the base of the neck.
· A wide bore needle, but any pain is minor and short lived.
· A chip the size of a grain of rice.
· No anaesthetic and it can be done during consultation time.
· A sterile needle although infection is still possible.
· An identification number that can be traced back to you, and no 2 animals will have the same number.
· A chip that lasts a lifetime, but be aware that they can occasionally migrate around the body.
Neutering is recommended at 6 months old for both male and female dogs, so if your worried about the chance of pain when the chip is being inserted this is an alternative option whilst their under anaesthetic.

At your pets annual vaccination a routine scan should be done to determine whether the chip is still in position.

If changing name, contact number or address details inform the tracer company as soon as possible to ensure we can find you quickly.

Micro – chipping is now compulsory when travelling abroad.
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Insurance

All insurance company’s vary in the amount of cover they offer, so it is important to look at a number of different company’s to find the best one to suit you.

Read all documents carefully checking a time or cost limit is not in place, that the animal will be covered throughout the whole of their lives and how much the cost is depending on the breed and the cover you would prefer.

Cover to look for:

· Veterinary Fees,
· Third party liability,
· Death from illness,
· Death from injury,
· Boarding kennel fees,
· Advertising and rewards,
· Loss by theft or straying,
· Holiday cancellation costs.
Items that are not covered by insurance include:

· The treatment for diseases already present before the policy was taken out.
· Routine dental treatment,
· Routine neutering procedures,
· Micro – chipping,
· Food,
· Claw clipping,
· Flea and worming treatment,
· Vaccinations,
· Pregnancy.
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